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Despite recommendations to extend prevention and early intervention related to 
behavioral health into school settings (New Freedom Commission, 2003), limited 
research has been directed toward understanding how these recommendations have 
translated into actual policy and practice. This is a critical area of need given that 
clear recommendations and regulations put forth at the state and federal levels may 
have the power to influence day-to-day school practices, provided that sufficient 
training and supports are put into place locally (Blake et al., 2005; Doolittle et al., 
2007). 
 

In response, the National Exploration of Emotional/Behavioral Detection in 
School Screening (NEEDs2; www.needs2.org), a three-year IES-funded research 
project, is conducting a review of documents released by state departments of 
education which relate to social, emotional, or behavioral student outcomes. This 
study is one part of a larger project examining to what extent social, emotional, and 
behavioral screening practices occur in schools across the country, and what factors 
influence their usage. This document coding portion of the project seeks to respond 
to the following research questions: 
1.  How often do state-produced policy documents refer to key aspects of social, 

emotional, and behavioral service delivery? 
2.  How often do state-produced policy documents provide guidance or specific 

direction regarding key aspects of social, emotional, and behavioral service 
delivery? 

3.  What specific practices, strategies, concerns, and priorities are referred to within 
state-produced documents relating to social, emotional, and behavioral service 
delivery? 

 
 

Introduction 

Sample. Documents are being identified from all 50 states, as well as the District of 
Columbia (N = 51). Sources for documents from these states include (a) standards 
documents identified by the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional 
Learning (CASEL), (b) documents residing upon state department of education web 
site servers, and (c) documents residing upon state multi-tiered systems of supports 
(MTSS), response to intervention (RTI), and school-wide positive behavior 
interventions and supports (SWPBIS) web site servers. 
Search procedures. Four research personnel are finalizing the systematic search for 
documents relating to social, emotional, and behavioral student outcomes. In order 
to capture the widest possible array of documents, two research personnel are 
conducting the search for each document. The results displayed here reflect 
documents identified for all 50 states and the District of Columbia by one set of 
search personnel. 
Coding procedures. After the systematic search is complete, documents will be 
screened and coded using a branching framework coded within the REDCap system. 
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Search Objectives 
Figure 1. Inclusion criteria, and four types of documents identified through search 
for subsequent coding. 

 
 

 

 

Method 

K-12 Standards PreK Standards 

Search 
Coding 

Produced by 
State DOE or 
direct affiliate 

Dated between 

2005 to 2015 

Related to 
PreK-12 

Yes: charter  
No: only adult, B-3, online 

A. Mission Statement 
Vision or overarching goals of (a) state department of education or (b) entity, 
initiative, or process within state department of education  

#1 

#2 

#3 

Identify state’s grant funding website 

Search state’s MTSS/RTI/SWPBIS website 
n = 287 

Conduct Google Search for key terms 
site:[state doe address] “mission statement” OR “vision statement” OR “goal statement” OR policy OR 

standard OR curriculum OR RFP OR grant OR guideline OR assessment OR screening social OR 
emotional OR behavior OR mental -“social security” 

n = 2,229 

Mission 
Statement 

n = 254 

Policy 
n = 497 

Funding 
Initiative 
n = 228 

Recommend
-ation 

n = 756 

Combination 
(Policy and 

Rec.) 
n = 494 

Check CASEL State Scan for any documents 
n = 57  

Identify state department of education website 

n = 51 

#4 

#5 

Figure 3. Flowchart depicting search process, current results of search, and steps 
involved in coding identified documents. 

Standards Teach Assess Intervene 
For whom; 
Specific/general; 
Terms used; 
Grades targeted 
 

Mandate/
recommend;Terms 
used (type);  
Terms used 
(outcomes);Setting; 
Grades targeted; 
Personnel 
responsible; Training; 
Fidelity 

Mandate/
recommend Type of 
assessment 
(screening, progress 
monitoring, diagnostic, 
summative);  
Details on each 

Mandate/
recommend; With 
whom; Terms used 
(outcomes); Method 
used;  
How identified; 
Evaluating progress; 
Who makes decisions; 
Training; Fidelity 
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B. Policy 
Procedural requirements, actions, or rules that must be met by schools, 
educational professionals, teams, or other state bodies 

C. Recommendations 
Suggested practices or tools for implementation of programs, curricula, 
assessments, or frameworks  

D. Funding Initiatives 
Funding priorities for districts, schools, students, teachers, or other entities 
regulated by state department of education 

Figure 2. Total number of documents identified by one set of search personnel, by 
type of document. 
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